
Biltmore Estate:
America's Downton Abbey

 
Biltmore Estate in Asheville, North Carolina combines the talents of landscape designer 
Frederick Law Olmstead and architect William Morris Hunt who were collaborating at 
the very same time on portions of Chicago's 1893 World's Fair. In this slide lecture, art 
historian Jeff Mishur discusses the history, architecture and landscape plan of Biltmore 

Estate. Mishur also makes parallels between the fictitious Downton Abbey and Biltmore 
(America's largest private home) and between Downton's Crawley family and the real-life 

family of George and Edith Vanderbilt. 

This program will be presented by art historian Jeff Mishur.  Jeff is co-owner of Art 
Excursions, Inc., a company that provides private guiding, small group art tours in the 
United States, and art related lectures.  Art Excursions has provided numerous tours to 

Asheville featuring Biltmore Estate. 

To schedule this lecture please email artexcursions@yahoo.com or call 630/671-9745.
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